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Northern Brittany's

Pink Granite Coast

Many Brits are in the habit of nipping across the channel, and why not, France is a vast
country with stunning landscapes. Here Devonshire magazine takes a look at the
aptly named Pink Granite Coast, otherwise known as Cote de Granit Rose.

I have to confess that the Pink Granite
Coast in France was somewhere |
hadn't heard of previously, | hap-
pened acrossitontheinternet purely
by chance whilst searching for hotels
innorthern France. Actually, photos
on the internet gave no idea as to
the sheer splendour of this other
worldlylandscape and whilstyou're
walking through it, the boulders

tower over you in places. It's hard
from the photos here to getanidea
of the scale of the aforementioned
bouldersandas youwalk the coastal
path, with the elevation and glimpses
outtosea, you'reinforatreat, Atlantic
coast weather allowing.

The coastal path is highly recom-
mended, actually you can walk in

both directions from the beach (see
map right), equally stunning and
you'llalso enjoy a rich mix of coastal
flora and fauna with historic build-
ings dotted along the way. In the
sunshine the boulders seemto glow
with warmth and in mid-evening as
the light improves in quality, you
can't help but be bowled over by
itall. Editor
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An ideal place to stay to visit this stunning coastline is at
main beach (Plage Saint-Guirec) which has several hotels
directly next to the beach (see map above). You can pick
up the coastal path directly outside both. Seafood features
heavily on the menus and food generally is good. If you're
considering taking the dog along, Hotel Saint Guirec Et De
LaPlage was very dog friendly (see above). (Left - ile flottante,
right - langostines, many of which come from Scotland).
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Ploumanach lighthouse - the coastal scenery is stunning and unforgettable Beautiful flora and fauna along
the coastal path
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All manner of shapes abound

1It's a rugged coastline, what's amazing is how the boulders appear almost fake because of the weathered granite,
there being no sharp edges anywhere - all a bit Disneyesque and estremely dramatic!
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Above - The use of tidal energy is by no means new technology, this
is one of a couple of fourteenth century tidal mills built by the lord
of Lannion to harness the tidal flow, which allowed incoming sea
water to fill retaining pools behind the dam. Once the tide was out,
the mills were able to be run by opening the sluice gates.
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The scale of boulders along the coastline is impressive to say the least, the landscape being full of surprises. Note the beautiful chateanx
on the island, replete with cylindrical towers and conical roofs.
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The scenery on the Pink Granite Coast is truly beautiful with visual feasts round each and every corner.




