Tts lovely to see orchids and indeed wildflowers in the meadows, which is what's possible at Goren Tarm

It's Orchio time

Would you like to walk in wildflower meadows and see our native orchids

as well as other wildflowers?

t all kicks off at the start of June, wildflower

meadows are comparatively rare these days,
with most fields having either arable crops complete
with pesticides, herbicides and fertilizers, or the
land's been 'improved'for pasture. When you come
across a wildflower meadowthere'san abundance
of wildlife and wildflowers that makes you wonder
why we can't work with nature instead of against
it. Certainly livestock grazing on natural pasture
willgenerally taste better, be healthierand happier.

Unfortunately, many farmers see their land as
outdoor factories, wishing to squeeze every last
ounce of income from their land with no regard
to nature, however there are also many farmers
these days that see themselves as custodians of
theirland and have a great respect for the natural
world and make great efforts to work alongside
nature to both make a living and also ensure that
'nature’ is catered for fully.

One such farmer is Julian
Pady at Goren Farm at Stock-
land in East Devon. Hisfarm
has beeninthe family since
1955 and was farmed with
a dairy herd up until 1990.
But since then, under the
stewardship of Julian, the
fields have been set to hay meadows to develop
anatural balance with nature. No chemicals have

Conntryside, History, Walks, the Arts, Events 8 all things Devon at: DEVONSHIRE magnzine.couk

Nl g

GOREN'F

WWW.GOREN.CO.U

been used on the farm, and no fields have been
ploughedin Julian's iving memory. What's fantastic
is that a small herd of Ruby Red cattle and border
Leicester sheep feed off all the wildflower meadows.
Ishould imagine that the meat produces is superb,
but supplies are limited (see their website).

The hedgerows are managed to produce wood
and allowa habitat for wildlife as well as provid-
ing shelter forthe farmanimals. The orchards
have also been restored and replanted
among the veteran trees and cider is

made on thefarminthe traditional

way, which is filtered through
straw. When the new trees bear
fruit, apple juice will also be
produced. Vegetables are
also grown and sold locally.

It's a great story, where the
land is respected, chemical
farmingis shunned,and nature
isallowed to geton with what
itdoes best. Afarm that'sbeing
usedin atotally sustainable way,
both for wildlife and for humans.
If you want to visit Goren Farm,
there are great opportunities
coming up in June when the
farm opens for visitors to view
the wildflowers and orchids in
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the meadows. You are able to also see
many insects, butterflies such as the
meadow brown, small blue, marbled
white, orange tips, red admiral, etc. In
terms of wildflowers, there'sawide range
such as-yellow rattle, cat's ear, birdsfoot
trefoil, knapweek, corky fruited water
dropwort, goats beard and of course,
orchids - the list goes on.

There's also a festival which starts at
the end of June, with great music and
ahost of activities for all the family (see
above) -don't miss it! - Editor

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
(Don't forget to check on HUBCAST)

OPEN WEEKENDS

June, starting 3 &4th, 10 & 11th,

17 &18th June - 10am until 6pm.

In aid of NGS £3, teas and cakes with
guided walks, free parking

EVENINGS
Every evening 5-9pm from 3rd June
untilend of July, free parking.

Painted Lady Butterfly - photo by Peter Vernon

.W Find out what's on in Deon.

Try it now: hubcast.co.uk/devon

Want to have the very best knowledge
of local events in Devon?

HUBCAST has the most detailed event listings
for the county, with regional websites for each
part of Devon, ensuring that your local event
information is as detailed as possible.

How is this possible?

HUBCAST has an Open Door policy,
meaning ALL organisation can list their
events, from the smallest charity
coffee morning to the largest

festival, it's all there and
totally free. It's also acts
as a digital gateway to
getyour events into
magazines.



